
 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am very pleased to write this letter of recommendation for Kristina Ford whom I 
have known as her English Department Chair and IB Middle Years Program 
Coordinator since August 2014. Throughout her almost two years here at the 
American School of Quito Kristina has shown a passionate ability to grow into an 
excellent teacher. 
 
Kristina’s determination for continuous professional development has compelled her 
to become a strong teacher of Language A in the Middle Years Program. When she 
arrived at our school, she already maintained a position at the University of Texas-
Dallas developing project-based learning curriculum for English teachers in STEM 
academies. After taking an online IB course to start her first year, Kristina effectively 
drew from these experiences to create learner-centered, project-based units for her 
students.   
 
Kristina´s units challenge her students not only to improve their skills in reading, 
writing and speaking in creative ways but also to understand their roles as global 
citizens. During a recent unit Kristina first introduced her students to a variety of 
global issues through the study of both fiction and non-fiction texts. For example, 
during an investigation into freedom of speech, students first read "Sola" by 
Chimamanda Adichie and then compared the story to various media that analyzed the 
Charlie Hebdo disaster. During an investigation into gender norms students read a 
short children´s story "Baby X" and then evaluated examples from the media to 
determine how certain gender norms are perpetuated. After each class chose to watch 
a documentary about a global issue of their choice, students worked in pairs to 
develop a Public Service Announcement campaign.  They first investigated a global 
issue, presented a PSA campaign to their peers and finally published their work 
through a method of their choice. While some students decided to create an Instagram 
account, others promoted their issue through wristbands and bookmarks. A final 
student reflection had students measure the effectiveness of their campaigns and gauge 
the balance between global awareness and local action. 
 
Not only does Kristina show the ability to understand and apply different curricular 
models (such as the IB Middle Years Program) but also the social skills necessary to 
work with a variety of actors on the educational scene. This was displayed by working 
with other teachers and school members on a Zine Fair at the end of last year. After 
reading Fahrenheit 451, students created an electronic magazine on a taboo topic of 
their choice. Students employed creative writing techniques and design as the project 
prohibited students from using technology. Afterwards, they reflected on whether their 
magazines successfully communicated the information without total dependence on 
technology.  They presented their work through a Zine Fair that invited both teachers 
and students to discover and critique their work. Kristina successfully brought together 
fellow MYP teachers and students from other grade levels for a creative publishing 
event. 



 

 

 
Kristina ´s success in the classroom has also translated to new professional 
responsibilities within both the English department and the high school. In department 
meetings Kristina shares unit plans as teachers discuss backwards planning. She 
regularly sends her students to the department´s Writing Center, a one-on-one tutoring 
program that helps students to write essays. Kristina acts as a key voice in developing 
and evaluating the Department´s annual Common Assessment, a Response to 
Literature commentary given to 7th through 10th graders. She even revises National 
Honors Society essays for students in her class. Not surprisingly, Kristina has shown 
that the extra responsibility does not impair the quality of her 9th grade English classes.  
 
For all these reasons, I highly recommend Kristina as an asset to any school. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Weaver 
English Department Chair 
Colegio Americano de Quito 
	  
	  

           David Weaver


